
LIVERPOOL CITY REGION COMBINED AUTHORITY 
 
 
To:  The Metro Mayor and Members of the Combined 

Authority 
 
Meeting:     4 October 2019 
 
Authority/Authorities Affected:  All 
 
EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL ITEM: No 
 
 
REPORT OF THE SENIOR HEAD OF OPERATIONS AND THE PORTFOLIO HOLDER: 

TRANSPORT AND AIR QUALITY 
 

LIVERPOOL CITY REGION LOCAL CYCLING AND WALKING INFRASTRUCTURE 
PLAN 

 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 This report sets out a draft Liverpool City Region (LCR) Local Cycling and Walking 

Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) for approval by the Combined Authority. 
 
 
 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 It is recommended that the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority: 
 
 

(a)  Approve the LCR Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) set 
out in Appendix One to this report, which seeks to clearly articulate the City 
Region’s vision, plans and priorities for a strategic cycling and walking 
network over the next ten years;  

 
 
3. BACKGROUND 
 
3.1 In 2017 the Government published its first Cycling and Walking Investment 

Strategy. The Strategy sets out the Government’s ambition to make walking and 
cycling the natural choice for shorter journeys or as part of a longer journey. 
Realising this ambition will take sustained investment in cycling and walking 
infrastructure, and partnership working with local bodies, the third sector and the 
wider public and private sector to build a local commitment. The Strategy supports 
the transformation of local areas: change that will tackle congestion, change that will 
extend opportunity to improve physical and mental health, and change that will 
support local economies. 

 
3.2 LCWIPs, as set out in the Government’s Cycling and Walking Investment Strategy, 

are a new, strategic approach to identifying cycling and walking improvements 
required at the local level. They enable a long-term approach to developing local 



cycling and walking networks, ideally over a 10 year period, and form a vital part of 
the Government’s strategy to increase the number of trips made on foot or by cycle. 

 
 The LCR LCWIP 
 
3.3 The vast majority of journeys in the LCR are short journeys: 66% of all trips are less 

than 5km in length. Around 50% of these are undertaken by car, despite the fact 
that many of these trips will easily be within comfortable walking or cycling distance. 
Currently, only 2% of these journeys are cycled and around 30% walked, and these 
figures have remained static for a number of years. The latent demand for more 
journeys to be made by bike or foot is significant provided we can provide the right 
conditions to allow people to make these journeys in a safer manner. 

 
3.4 The LCR LCWIP is the mechanism to help deliver this step change in growing the 

number of journeys made by bike and on foot.  The LCWIP is made up of routes 
comprising a City Region strategic network. These will be complemented by a web 
of local cycling and walking routes, including quieter residential streets and routes 
through green spaces, which together make many journeys suitable for travel by 
foot or by bike. 

 
3.5 The LCWIP has been developed through a steering group of representatives from 

each of the LCRCA constituent Local Authorities, which works within the 
governance of the City Region Authorities. A comprehensive evidence base drawn 
from local and national sources has helped inform the development of the LCWIP 
by the steering group. From this, a network of 31 strategic routes has been 
identified with a selected, prioritised programme to be implemented over the next 10 
years: 

 
LCWIP Phase 1 
• Liverpool City Centre - Speke upgraded cycleway (6.8km upgraded 

cycleway) 
• Seaforth – Southport (15km new and upgraded cycleway) 
• Prescot – Runcorn (7.4km new and upgraded off-road cycleway) 
• Liverpool Loop Line (6km upgraded cycleway) 
• St Helens (6.3km new and upgraded cycleway) 
• Leasowe – Seacombe Ferry Terminal (3.7km new cycleway) 
• Runcorn Links (new and upgraded cycleway) 

 
LCWIP Phase 2 
• New Brighton – Birkenhead  
• Runcorn – Daresbury  
 
LCWIP Phase 2a 
• East Lancashire Road (Haydock to Liverpool) 

 
LCWIP Phase 3 
• Liverpool City Centre to Childwall  
• Knowsley Cycle Route (Kirkby to Speke)  
• Birkenhead to Hooton  
• Bootle to Liverpool City Centre  
• St Helens to Widnes  
• Runcorn Busway 



 
3.6 The LCR Cycling and Walking Survey conducted at the end of 2018 highlighted that 

for more people to walk and cycle, routes have to be designed that look, feel and 
are safer and easy to use. The routes being developed through the LCWIP are 
being designed with this in mind, bringing about a step change in the development 
and delivery of cycling and walking routes across the LCR. 

 
4. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
4.1 There are no direct implications or costs associated with the development of the 

LCR LCWIP, as it has been developed utilising existing staff resources. 
 

4.2 The plan, however, will act as a framework for guiding the potential allocation of 
transport resources, to support new and improved cycling and walking infrastructure 
over the next ten years.  

 
 
4.1 Financial 

The LCWIP document attached as Appendix 1 sets out the funding currently 
secured (for Phase 1 routes) and that a Transforming Cities Funding (TCF) bid 
submission is planned for Phase 2 routes. Future phases do not currently have 
funding identified. Funding opportunities will continue to be sought for these 
phases. 

 
 
4.2 Human Resources 
  No direct implications 
 
 
4.3 Physical Assets 

The LCWIP lays out proposed routes where highway assets are to be changed to 
improve cycling and walking provision. All constituent authorities are involved in the 
development of the LCWIP network through the Active Travel Steering Group and 
its associated governance as demonstrated in Figure 1.1 of the document. 

 
 
4.4 Information Technology 
 There are no direct implications 
 
 
5.  RISKS AND MITIGATION 
 
5.1 There are no direct implications at this stage. 
 
 
6.  EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 No direct implications 
 
 
 
 



7.  COMMUNICATION ISSUES 
 
7.1 The development of the LCR LCWIP will aid the communication of the City Region’s 

cycling and walking vision and priorities for the strategic network. 
 
 
8.  CONCLUSION 
 
8.1 This report seeks approval of the LCR LCWIP set out in Appendix One to this report 

by the Combined Authority. The LCWIP forms a concise document to articulate the 
City Region’s strategic cycling and walking priorities and to frame the potential 
delivery over the next ten years. 
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